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This past September, Central 
Valley School District 
welcomed students to a 
beautiful new school, Ridgeline 
High School. The sprawling 
campus is located east of 
Barker Road. 950 students will 
call Ridgeline home. Principal 
Jesse Hardt said, “Out of the 

almost 250 names that were submitted, Ridgeline 
is the perfect name. There are 360-degree views 
of mountains from anywhere you stand on our 
campus.  The school looks as though it is built into 
the ridges. Our name matches the beauty of the 
geography.” 

Hardt has taught elementary and middle school 
students for many years. Most recently, he was 
principal at Horizon Middle School. Superintendent 
Ben Small hired Hardt three years prior to 
Ridgeline’s opening to manage the operations 
of the building process. Hardt told us, “I was 
involved in every detail from design, throughout 
construction, as well as purchasing furniture, 
equipment, and supplies. I began assembling staff 
immediately to assist me in all of the work. There 
is so much involved behind the scenes in the 
development of a high school and an academic 
program. It takes a team to make this happen!”

When asked about the focus of shaping the goals 
for students and for staff, Hardt responded with 
their mission. “Our mission is simple and it is all 
encompassing. Our statement is three words. 
‘Belong. Inspire. Grow.’ These three words are 
the basic elements for everything we do for our 
children. Our actions create an environment 
where students know they belong. Students will 
be inspired by our actions. Ultimately and most 
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importantly, our students will grow because of 
everything we have set in place and everything that 
we do for them and with them.” 

When asked about those who inspire him, Hardt did 
not hesitate. “I am inspired by our community every 
day. Our families and our students are the core of 
who we are and what we will become. Working 
with young people and being an important part of 
their lives provides all the inspiration I need.”

We talked of Hardt’s growing up years. He was 
raised in the small town of Odessa, Washington. 
“With a population of 800, we all knew each other. 
We really were a family. Everyone attended all of 
our sporting events and cheered for our team. Our 
teams were great. We were state level champions.”  
When asked about his growing up years, Hardt 
said, “I loved our town. I loved being a farm kid.” 
A life filled with inspiration, Hardt had a sweet 
inspiration, his third-grade teacher. “My teacher 
played guitar.  He played in class. He was such a 
wonderful person, I became a teacher because of 
him.” 

Hardt graduated from Eastern Washington 
University where he was a star football player. 
Hardt was listed on the roster for the 1992 Big Sky 
Conference All-Academic. He is on the 100 for 100 
All Time Football team. A huge EWU fan, Hardt and 
his family attend the Eagles football games. “We 
love the outdoors.  We fish, wake board, surf and 
camp. We enjoy the outdoors with each other and 
our friends.”  

As the years move forward and the students 
continue to arrive at their new home, we wish you 
the best with these three words. Belong. Inspire. 
Grow.
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This past September, 
Ridgeline High School 
rang the school bells    
for the first time. 
Students assembled in 
the new stadium to 
receive a warm 
welcome. Principal 

Jesse Hardt said, “We cheered for our teams. We 
cheered for our staff. We cheered for our students. 
We cheered because we are the Falcons. Our first 
assembly was an historic event that set the tone for 
the rest of the year.”

This will be a year of many firsts. Cheerleaders will 
cheer the first event for every sport. The first song 
will be played by the band and the orchestra. The 
first performance will be watched in a new theater. 
The first meals will be served. The first lessons will 
be taught. It is an exciting time at Central Valley 
School District’s new high school.

Principal Jesse Hardt has many people to thank 
and recognize on this journey. “From the beginning 
stages of the development of our school we needed 
important voices at the table. It was exciting and 
gratifying to bring together the Core planning 
team. Our team planned and organized the massive 
amount of details to bring Ridgeline High School 
to life. I’m especially proud of how we were able 
to grow the staff and come together, even while 
meeting remotely, due to the pandemic.”

Several key programs stand out. Our band teacher 
purchased instruments, music, and designed 
uniforms. Our Athletic Director acquired uniforms 
and equipment to support a comprehensive 
athletic program. Teachers and staff that work in 
the sciences and Career and Technical Education 
successfully furnished and equipped their unique 
spaces such as: engineering, design, culinary, 
marketing, photography, and more! 

Ridgeline heroes are our teachers and staff who 
gave of their time and energy because they 
believed in and were committed to providing our 
students with an amazing high school experience 
right from the first day of school.  

Hardt said, “I will always be grateful and proud of 
the people who were with me on this journey. They 
know and understand what happened behind the 
scenes. These are the Ridgeline Heroes.”

Michael Dunn, Ed.D. 
Superintendent, NEWESD 101

Introducing a savings account for our early savers (ages 0 - 13) 

* on the 500.

$500 deposited in a qualifying Explorer Savings account. Balances over $500 earn 0.05% APY. 
Rates may change after the account is opened. Age Eligibility: 0-13 years. Account automatically 
changes to Student Savings account at age 14. No monthly fees and no minimum balance required 
to open or maintain account. Limit of one Explorer Savings account per member. Fees could reduce 

To learn more, call us at (888) 946-4372 or stop by a branch near you.

Explorer Savings 

January 1, 2022

Every Day Heroes 

   
What voice, what direction, what focus, what 
hope? 

T.S. Eliot said, “For last year’s words belong to last year’s 

language, and next year’s words await another voice.” 

New year, new possibilities, renewed hope.

As 2022 begins, I find myself reflecting on the wisdom recently 
shared by a departing school board member, one who had 
served with dignity and dedication on his local district board. 
He shared the north star he followed in serving that leadership 
role, and that he follows in life.

Do the right thing, in the right way, for the right reasons, at the 
right time.  

Though multiple perspectives may exist about what is right, 
and some may see “right” differently than we do, it seems 
particularly wise to be guided by this former school board 
member’s commitment to doing right by and with those we 
serve or with whom we share life.

A new calendar year affords each of us an opportunity to 
assess, perhaps reassess, our definition of right, and our 
commitment to having it be the light we pursue. For ourselves, 
for others, for our work.

Entering the third year of this decade, where all three years 
have been impacted by complex circumstances – pandemic 
as well as other factors – any weariness or possibly confusion 
is understandable. It can at times seem that any number of 
differences could define us.

As I look in both a mirror and a window, I still see us, navigating 
life together, on metaphorically the same team as fellow 
humans. And I want to root for and support us. I hope my 
voice and perspective reflect adaptability to changes in our 
circumstances, challenges in our way, and that I have learned 
from my (likely too many) mistakes of the more recent past. 

I intend my direction to be forward in a positive way; my focus 
on we way more than me; and my hope well outshining any 
doubts. 

Like the wise (former) board member, I strive to do the right 
thing, in the right way, for the right reasons, at the right time. I 
am filled with hope that we all do. 
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� Donate canned food to you neighborhood food 
bank.

� Send lettters or drawing to seniors in assisted    
living facilities.

� Help a friend.
� Donate clothes, gloves, and winter hats that 

you’ve outgrown.
� Donate children’s books to Transitions.
� Donate hygiene products to organizations 

serving people experiencing homelessness like 
Volunteers of America and Catholic Charities. 

� IT DOESN’T COST A THING TO BE KIND!
PRIZES FOR WINNERS INCLUDE $100 DONATION 

TO THEIR SCHOOL AND A $25 GIFT CARD FOR ICE 

CREAM! ANYONE CAN NOMINATE A KIND KID!

MEET WYATT

Wyatt and his family lost a close friend a few years ago 

and to honor her decided December 1st would be their 

annual “random acts of kindness day.”

Wyatt has taken this special day to another level with 

his kindness. Long before December 1st he starts to get 

excited and come up with ideas. Each year is a little bit 

different. Some things are planned ahead with ideas or 

things done in the past and they also try to spend the 

day doing things thought of spur of the moment.

The more random acts and smiles brought to others 

the better. Some of the things that they’ve done include 

hundred dollar tips to baristas and servers, going into 

restaurants and paying tabs for random tables, fl owers 
to strangers, pay for cars behind them, buy several gift 

cards and leave them at the register and have them 

pass them out one at a time to several shoppers, gas 

cards taped to pumps with cards saying kind thoughts.

Wyatt, thank you and your family for spreading kindness 

with everyone around you!
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The winning  teacher and nominating 

student will recieve gifts from 

STCU and Kids Newspaper!

STCU and Kids Newspaper Teacher of the Month
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SPECIALTY PEDIATRIC ORTHOPEDIC CARE

888-895-5951  
ShrinersSpokane.org

https://www.movewithjustb.com/
https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/locations/spokane


www.scld.org

S P O K A N E  C O U N T Y  L I B R A R Y  D I S T R I C T

Share your 
creativity  
with others!

For all ages & abilities 

Create & exhibit your art in the 

upcoming Mini & Virtual Art Show 

happening in February.

For all ages & abilities 

Theme: Happiness

Sign up today!

Learn more at www.scld.org/art-show

Helpful digital resources  
for homework & studying
By Librarian Gwendolyn Haley

Now that school is in full swing, homework assignments for many students have started 
in earnest. Whatever the age of your student, the library has some great digital resources 
to help get them through the school year.

Gale In Context: Elementary

Did you know that penguins can’t fly, but they are excellent swimmers? Your grade-
schooler can learn about these flightless friends and so much more with Gale In Context: 
Elementary. This simple-to-use digital resource helps grade-schoolers learn about and 
become comfortable with researching topics.

World Book

A safe, trusted, 21st-century learning environment for students, World Book is a great 
resource for looking up answers for homework assignments and makes it easy to cite 
sources with the citation builder. Students can read stories, articles, books, and current 
events, all while finding reliable information for papers and projects.

Need to understand the mechanics of an earthquake or find information about the 
Titanic? World Book is the perfect starting point. You’ll also find videos, great images, 
and fun activities.

HelpNow from Brainfuse

Does this situation sound familiar? It’s after dinner, and you’re stuck on a homework 
assignment. You realize that you really don’t understand the quadratic formula as well as 
you thought. Or perhaps the thesis statement for your essay just isn’t coming together.

Help is a literally a click away with HelpNow! You can get live, online help from expert 
tutors who are available every day from 2–10pm. You can also get access to expert writing 
assistance, math tutors and resources, live language help, and even Chess tutoring.

Access these digital resources

You can access all of these online resources and more with an in-district 
library card in our Digital Library at www.scld.org/digital-library. 
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